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Lake, was also issued by the EPA and 
remains in place today. The sire was 
added to the Superfund National 
Priorities List in 1998. 

After nearly a decade, clean up 
began in earnest in 2007 with the 
demolition of the IX buildings on 
the property. More than one million 
tons of water was sprayed on the 
buildings as they were demolished 
to minimize the release of contami
nated dust. More than 24 tons of 
building debris was trucked off-site. 
In June of 2008 the entire area was 
excavated and 21 tons of soil and 
debris was removed in what the EPA 
has called "the capacitor disposal 
area" at the far end of the property. 
The entire area was then paved over 
and four air monitoring systems 
were placed on the property Thirrv-
one ground water monitoring wells 
were also installed on- and off-site. 

Now the cleanup is moving into a 
new phaser treatment of the contami
nated soil beneath the asphalt. 

According to Mannino, the installa
tion of the I .ow Temperature Thermal 
Dcsorptiun unit ("thermal unit") bv 
Maxymillian Technologies should be 
completed bv the end of the month. 

By Jean Fultz 

While the ongoing cleanup of the 
Cornell-Dubilier Electronics (CDE) 
Superfund site on Hamilton Bou
levard has progressed steadily over 
die pasr two years, it is the infusion 
of more than S25M in economic 
stimulus money from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 that has accelerated the process 
over die past several months. Most 
notably, a large white tent-like struc
ture and what ERA Remedial Project 
Manager Peter Mannino called a 
"thermal unit," is in die process of 
being assembled on-site. 

Cornell-Dubilier began opera
tions in South Plainfield in 1936, 
manufacturing electronic parts until 
1962. Capacitors and other electronic 
components were dumped on the 
property. In 1997 soil tests showed 
elevated levels of PCBs, which arc 
known to cause cancer, as well as 
benzene, lead and other organic and 
inorganic chemicals. The EPA or
dered Hamilton Industrial Park, the 
property owner, to take steps to limit 
access to PCB contaminated areas by 
paving over all visible areas of die site. 

Council Approves Fall Bulk Pickup 
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Workers at the Cornell-Dubilier Electronics superfund site in the process of soil remediation in preparation 
for the New Market Avenue extension. 




